
Independent Writing Workshop Mini-Lesson Planning Guide 
Unit of Study:                                                                                                                                         Date: 

Indicator of Understanding: 

Writing Phase: 
 

 

Connection: 
What will I say to frame 
today’s work in our ongoing 
study? 
How will I make it clear that 
this is building on what we 
know and/or have been 
thinking about? 

 

Teaching: 
How will I clearly name the 
strategy/ concept/skill I want 
my students to take on (what, 
why, how)? 
How will I best highlight 
what I want writers to take 
away from this mini-lesson 
(graphic, equation, familiar 
text, jingle, and/or 
kinesthetic movement)? 

 
What text (i.e. published 
author, teacher or student 
sample) will I use to showcase 
the teaching point? 

What? 
What am I teaching? 

How? 
How do writers do this? 

 

Why? 
Why is this a good thing for writers to do? 
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Active Engagement: 
How will I actively engage 
writers in processing what I 
just taught? Will I use a text 
during this phase? Which 
method(s) will I use? 

  

□ Employ: try it  
□ Analyze: reflect on 

example 
□ Advise: analyze and offer 

feedback  
□ Evaluate: observe and 

judge   
□ Compare/Contrast: 

example /non- example 
□ Identify: seek the 

teaching point 

 

Link: 
What will I say to writers to 
ensure they are clear about 
what I expect them to “think 
about/focus on” today? How 
will I keep it focused and 
precise? 

 

 

   Share: In what way might I highlight a clear example of today’s work to be helpful to other writers? How will I ensure observers are engaged? 
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